


(LOAN PROGRAM CRITERIA, CONTINUED)

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
PFS gives preference to community entrepreneurs who typically do not qualify for loans from commercial lending institu-
tions.  To target these businesses, PFS will work with the Micro Business Development Corporation, a Denver non-profit 
focused on micro-finance and community economic development, to obtain referrals (see www.microbusiness.org for 
more information).  Small business loans will be limited to a maximum of $25,000 or the amount required to install a 
10kW PV system, whichever is less. All small business loan applicants must meet the following criteria:

	 • Business owns building from which it operates
	 • Business does not employ more than 24 people 
	 • Site compatibility for solar as determined by an approved installer
	 • Business must conduct energy “audit” *
	 • Business agrees to promote renewable energy and sustainable practices

NON-PROFIT LOANS
PFS will offer loans to private entities that enter into third party ownership arrangements with non-profits.  Under such 
arrangements, the non-profit hosts the system on one or more of its buildings, but the system is owned by a separate 
business or investor, which sells the power produced by the system to the non-profit.  All such proposals will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis, and must, at a minimum, meet the following criteria:  

	 • Loan will not exceed $150,000
	 • Site compatibility for solar as determined by an approved installer
	 • Agree to leverage public position in the community to promote renewable energy and sustainable practices

* ENERGY AUDIT NOTES
Home energy audits should include but are not limited to:
	 • Change light bulbs to compact florescent where possible
	 • Set thermostat at 68° during the day and 60° at night (winter)
     	 • Set thermostat at 78° during the day and 82° at night (summer)
	 • Set the refrigerator between 36°-38° and the freezer between 0°-5°
	 • Keep the hot water heater at 120° or below
	 • Clean and/or replace furnace filters once per month
	 • Insulate hot water storage tank and heating ducts

Commercial energy audits may include many of the same measures as above, on a commercial scale.   
See also http://www.pge.com/biz/energy_tools_resources/small_biz/index.html.

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information, please contact us at:

	 Partnership for Sustainability
	 PO Box 201086 
	 Denver, CO 80220 
 
	 Phone: 303.898.2087  
	 Fax: 303.365.0002  
	 Email: leanna@partnershipforsustainability.org
	 Web: www.partnershipforsustainability.org
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